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Across the Landscape
Nestled in the quaint Village of Westerville (a suburb of Columbus), Otterbein
University is expanding program offerings and growing its student body. With
signature programs in Theatre, Zoo and Conservation Sciences, and Equine Science
as well other quality programs including Nursing and Education, Otterbein provides
students a solid set of academic options. In addition to academics, Otterbein provides
an array of co-curricular offerings including an active Greek life, athletics,
intramurals, and over 100 student organizations.
Otterbein was founded by the Church of the United Brethren (now the United
Methodist Church) at their current location in 1847. Originally named, Otterbein
University of Ohio after Philip William Otterbein, one of the founders of the United
Brethren Church, they graduated their first class in 1857.
From its early days, Otterbein has supported inclusion and diversity among its
faculty and students. For example, women and men were admitted and undertook
the same curriculum and class schedule. This was unique at the time as women were
assumed to have less capacity for the stresses of college life. Otterbein was also one of
the first colleges in the United states to admit students of any race and to employ
women as faculty members. Over the years, students embraced Otterbein’s activist
and heartfelt social positions and became involved in women’s rights, abolitionism,
and temperance activities.

Majors and Programs
Signature Majors and Programs
• Theatre–Otterbein University’s Department of
Theatre and Dance is regarded among the nation’s
best undergraduate programs and admissions is
competitive. The department offers degrees in
Acting, Musical Theatre with a concentration in
Dance, Design and Technology (Lighting, Sound,
Costume, Props, Scenery, or Stage Management),
and in Theatre (Directing, Arts Administration,
Playwriting, Dramaturgy, and Education). Students
are involved in the campuses legendary and ongoing
theatre productions from day one. During student’s
senior year, many will complete semester-long
internships in New York, Los Angeles, and other
major markets. Performance majors will have the
opportunity to present their work in New York to
both stage and film talent agents and casting
directors at Otterbein’s annual showcase. Program
applicants are screened and finalists are brought in
for audition prior to acceptance.

Majors and Programs
Signature Majors and Programs

• Equestrian Sciences - The Department of Equine Science (housed in
the Biology Department) offers majors in Equine Business
Management, Equine Pre-Veterinary Medicine, and Equine Veterinary
Technology. Additionally they offer minors in Equine Business
Management and Equine-Assisted Activities and Therapies.
Otterbein’s “Austin E. Knowlton Center for Equine Science” which
opened in 2009, is located on 70 acres, just two miles from main
campus. It is among only a few academic equine centers nationally to
be housed within a suburban environment. It contains classrooms,
faculty offices, a large indoor riding arena suitable for regional and
national equestrian competitions, night caretaker quarters, reception
and spectator seating, and stalls for 52 horses. A broad set of
internship opportunities exist for students in the program and many
students also participate on Otterbein’s Equestrian Teams and receive
Equestrian Scholarships.

Majors and Programs
Signature Majors and Programs

• Zoo and Conservation Sciences–
Otterbein’s Zoo and Conservation Science
program is highly competitive. Students apply
for admission to the program during the
spring semester of their first year. The
program accepts only 20 students per
academic year. The program offers students
opportunities for internships through their
relationship with the Columbus Zoo and
Aquarium, the Ohio Wildlife Center, and
The Wilds. The Bachelor of Science degree
option prepares students for graduate studies
in Zoo Science, Biology, Zoology, or
Veterinary Medicine, as well as for
employment in Zoos and conservation
organizations. The Bachelor of Arts option
prepares students for employment in zoos,
conservation organizations, or in the broad
field of conservation biology.

Majors and Programs
Strong Majors
•

•

•

Nursing– The Nursing program at Otterbein is competitive. Early
admission is available to students who have a minimum high school
GPA of 3.5 and a minimum of 24 ACT composite score. Other
students are admitted later during their freshman year based on a
slightly less competitive set of criteria. The program offers study
abroad opportunities, a Nursing Honor Society, a range of nursing
elective courses, and clinical placements among world-class hospitals
and health providers. Otterbein also offers Masters degrees in
Nursing and Nurse Anesthetist.
Sport Majors including Exercise Science & Health Promotion,
Sport Management, and Athletic Training. Excellent campus
facilities, proximity to fine sport and sport medicine organizations,
presence on campus of Health & Wellness and Sports & Society
Living and Learning Centers, and solid internship opportunities
make these strong program opportunities.

Education – Otterbein offers early and middle education.
Students wishing to teach high school major in the discipline
they wish to teach and take courses in Education to qualify for
state licensure.

Majors and Programs
Strong Majors
•

Accounting - options include a 4 year generalist track; a 5-year public
accounting track with optional concentrations in fraud, taxation, and/or
audit; a 4+1 program combining an undergraduate general accounting plus
MBA w/concentration in accounting. The last two options prepare a
student to take the CPA exam.

•

Master of Business Administration (MBA) Programs including a 4+1
option where a student can complete an undergraduate degree in a
business area along with an MBA in five total years.

Majors and Programs
Unique Majors
•

The major in Actuarial Studies is housed in the Department
of Mathematical Sciences. Actuaries analyze statistical data,
such as mortality, accident, sickness, and retirements rates and
construct probability tables to forecast risk and liability for
payment of future benefits (for use in the insurance industry).

•

The major in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology combines
the fields of biology and chemistry to examine life processes as
they occur via chemical reactions within living cells.

•

Sustainability Studies (major or minor) focuses on the
evolving “green economy” and explores concepts such as the
benefits and limitations of renewable/sustainable energies and
related societal changes. Many in this major also study
education and work to become teachers in high schools.

•

Business Analytics is housed in the Business area. BA is
applies the use of metrics to decision making, particularly as it
relates to the use of web-based marketing and sales.

Majors and Programs
What’s New

•

Systems Engineering and Mechanical Engineering: The Systems
Engineering major is only a few years old and the Mechanical
Engineering program launches in the fall of 2017. The Systems
Engineering major is an integration of Mechanical, Electrical, and
Industrial Engineering and is focused on helping students learn to
manage complex engineering environments that integrate people and
multiple engineering disciplines in the service of an organizations’
objectives. These new majors are housed in the new STEAM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) Center which house the new
state-of-the-art engineering labs as well as providing space for several
corporate partners who help ground the program in the region’s
workforce development needs. Students acquire internships primarily
with central Ohio organizations such as Nestle, Worthington Steele,
Honda, and others. If you are interested in acquiring a solid
engineering education in a small college environment, Otterbein is
worth a look.

Majors and Programs
Popular Majors
The top ten Otterbein majors in
size (number of majors) are as
follows:
Psychology
Early Childhood Education
Allied Health
Public Relations
Business Administration/
Management
Sport Management
Music
Communication
Accounting
Creative Writing

Academic Support for Learning Challenges
While Otterbein doesn’t offer any unique support services for students with
learning challenges, they do provide extensive academic services through their Center for
Student Success. The Center offers a Math Lab, Writing Lab, and free tutoring for most
classes.
Similar to other colleges, Otterbein’s Office of Disability Services provides
reasonable accommodations for students with documentable disabilities.

When You’re Not In Class
Things to Do
Otterbein has an active Greek system including six local sororities,
six local fraternities, two national fraternities, and two National PanHellenic Council (NPHC) chapters. Their local organizations exist only
at Otterbein University, while national organizations have chapters at
different colleges and universities across the country. Approximately
20% of Otterbein students participate in the Greek System. While
Greek houses exist, there is no live-in requirement.
Study abroad opportunities are available, but participation is low.
Students interested in studying abroad should proactively pursue
opportunities through the appropriate office at Otterbein. Otterbein
does offer several “travel courses” that include trips out of the country.
They also have partnerships in China, Germany, and Ireland.
Finally, with over 100 campus organizations it is not difficult for
students to stay busy outside of class.
Fitness and Athletics
Over 25% of Otterbein students play on a varsity athletic team.
Others participate in intramural sports that include: Soccer, Volleyball,
Basketball, and Dodge Ball. The Clemons Recreational Center is a firstclass workout facility offering a wide range of options to students.

When You’re Not In Class
Otterbein’s 5 Cardinal Experiences
Otterbein emphasizes the “5 Cardinal
Experiences” and encourages students to integrate
all five into their time at Otterbein. They include:
Research, Study Abroad, Internships, Service, and
Leadership/Citizenship.
Living On Campus
Students living outside a 35 mile radius are
required to live on campus for their first three years.
There are four dining options – two dining rooms
and two grab-and-go options.

Interesting Traditions
Traditions
While few students may take note of the “Hanby House” on
Otterbein’s campus, it, none-the-less touches our collective
history and tradition in a number of ways. The house was built
in 1846 and shortly thereafter became the home of William and
Ann Hanby. William Hanby was the 15th Bishop of the United
brethren in Christ Church as well as a musician and composer.
During the Civil War he opened his family’s home as a station
on the Underground Railroad as slaves moved north to find
freedom. He also was the co-founder of Otterbein University
and was an early leader of the Temperance Movement that
ultimately led to Prohibition.
Now, as if that wasn’t enough for one lifetime, it is actually for
another contribution that William Hanby found his way into our
hearts and holidays. In December of 1864, he composed and
presented to the world the Christmas classic, “Up on the
Housetop,” a popular Christmas carol many enjoy each and
every holiday season. If you come to campus, stop by for a
visit!

This is One Cool Campus Building
Completed in 1872, Towers Hall is the oldest building on Otterbein’s campus and
has been a central classroom space since opening. Virtually every student who has
ever attended Otterbein in its over 130 year history has taken classes in this
building. In addition to its service to Otterbein, Towers Hall also provided
community chapel space to the United Brethren church congregation for many
years.
The building has been updated and renovated periodically throughout it’s life an
today enjoys celebratory status on campus!

Campus Haunts
Otterbein University’s nationally recognized Theatre Program has offered
countless actors and actresses their professional beginnings, however some
believe that it also offered one student a final curtain call. As the story
goes, a young aspiring actress and student named Twyla became
despondent after learning that she had been passed over for a part that
she had hoped to earn. Following a period of depression, she decided to
end her life as theatrically as she had lived it. One evening, upon
returning to the theatre, she climbed to the light fixtures above the stage
and jumped 30 feet to her death.
Administrators claim there never was a Twyla at Otterbein, but some
students and faculty aren’t quite so sure. In fact, over the years, many have
blamed Twyla’s spirit for everything from power outages and cold blasts of
air to missing lighting cues and disappearing stage props. Others have
reported hearing Twyla crying on quiet nights in the theatre. Some just
claim to “feel her presence.” In past years, students repeatedly reported
slipping on the very spot where Twyla was reported to have hit the stage
when she fell. One evening a noose was said to have suddenly appeared
hanging from the lights above the stage. Of course Twyla received the
credits that night!
So, is Fritsche Theatre in Cowan Hall really haunted? We can’t say for
sure, but if you ever attend a performance, you might consider remaining
in your seat for just a few moments after the room empties and the lights
dim. If the hairs on the back of your neck stand up and a rush of cold air
passes, perhaps it’s just Twyla nodding to you as she exists stage right!

Price
Estimated Costs for Academic Year 2015-2016*
Tuition
of $17,696)
Room & Board
Books/Supplies
Total

$ 14,178 ($31,874 stated tuition less average institutional scholarship
$ 10,108
$ 1,262
$25,548

Pell Grant Eligible: 20%
* The above calculation is based on data provided by the National Center for Educational
Statistics and is only an estimate. It does not include miscellaneous university fees or
discretionary spending. Actual cost will vary by student and is subject to change by
Otterbein University.

Vital Statistics – Otterbein University *
Fall 2014 Enrollment
Full-time Undergraduates
Part Time Undergraduates
Graduate Student Enrollment
Percentage UG Men
Percentage UG Women
Percentage UG Minorities
(% Hispanic, % AA)
% Out-of-State (% International)
Average Class Size
Student to Faculty Ratio
Number of full-time faculty
Fall 2014 Freshman Profile
Middle 50% ACT Composite
Average Freshman GPA
Number in freshman class
Percent freshmen receiving aid

2,128/
449/
39%
61%
13%
%
20
10:1
187

21-26
3.5
560/
99%

* Data provided by the National Center for Educational Statistics,

2015-2016 Counselors Guide by the Association of Independent Colleges
and Universities of Ohio, Forbes “Private College Financial Health Grades
2015,” and the 2015 Endowment Market Value by the National
Association of College and University Business Officers and
Commonfund Institute.

Campus Life
Religious Affiliation
United Methodist
Campus Setting
Suburban
Fraternities/Sororities
Yes
Intramural Sports
Yes
% full-time students living on campus
60%
Percent registered w/disability services
7%
Athletics
NCAA Division III
Varsity Sports
Men: Track, Basketball, Baseball, Football, Golf,
Soccer, Tennis, Lacrosse, Wrestling
Women: Track, Basketball, Golf, Soccer, Softball,
Tennis, Volleyball, Lacrosse

Vital Statistics – Otterbein University*
Academics
First to Second Year Retention
Six Year Ave. Graduation Rate

78%
59%

Financial Health
2015 Forbes College Financial Health Grade B2014 Endowment
$96,000,000

* Data provided by the National Center for Educational Statistics,

2015-2016 Counselors Guide by the Association of Independent Colleges
and Universities of Ohio, Forbes “Private College Financial Health Grades
2015,” and the 2015 Endowment Market Value by the National
Association of College and University Business Officers and
Commonfund Institute.

